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Today’s seminar

e The history and features of the Ormulum,

e The Ormulum Project and the Johannesson-Cooper
edition (2022),

e The future of the Ormulum Project.



What is the Ormulum?

By turns:

An unassuming old book in a terrible state of material
distress,

A collection of pedantic and repetitive sermons with
simplistic and derivative theology,

An invaluable and essential source of key changes in
the English language in the 12™ century,

The only text in its dialect,

The only large medieval holograph showing extensive
authorial intervention.

“No other surviving medieval manuscript with
comparable subject matter (whether in Latin or

English) is written on such wretched parchment and
with so little regard for its appearance.

1
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Fig 1. MS Junius 1 front cover.

1. Burchfield, R.W. (1956). The Language and Orthography of the Ormulum MS. 1. Transactions of the Philological Society 55 (1). 56-87: 57.
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The main source (Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS

Junius 1) 1s Orrm’s own working notebook.

 compiled from an earlier set of notes between
1150 & 1180,

* acquired by the Dutch philologist Jan van Vliet in
1659 from the estate of Sir Thomas Aylesbury,

« passed to Fransiscus Junius in 1666,

* finally to the Bodleian in 1677.

Orrm’s assistant, “Hand C” added some material,

Van Vliet and Junius made some annotations.

. . 4
2 Parkes, M. (1983). On the Presumed Date and Possible Origin of the Manuscript of the "Ormulum": Oxford, Flg 2. MS Junius 1 f. 10r

Bodleian Library, MS. Junius 1.in Stanley, E.G. and Gray, D. (eds) Five Hundred Years of Words and Sounds: A
Festschrift for Eric Dobson.
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Existing Editions

The only previous complete editions of

MS Junius 1 are White (1852), and a ORMULUM

WITH THE NOTES AND GLOSSARY

revised version by Holt (1878),3 R or DEE 3 WEEE

HENRY FROWDEF

Many discoveries made subsequently,

REV. ROBERT HOLT, M.A

Some Samples in anthOIOgieS and | OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WAREHOUSE

PATERNOSTER ROW
g : VoL 1

introductions,?
®xford

N.R. Ker discovered extra material in van

1878

Al rights reserved ]

Vliet’s notebook (London, Lambeth

Palace Library MS 783).>

Fig 3. Title pages from Holt-White (1878).

3 White, R.M. (1852). The Ormulum: with notes and glossary. (two volumes). Oxford Univ. Press.
Holt, R. (1878). The Ormulum: with the notes and glossary of Dr R.M. White. (two volumes). Clarendon.
4 e.g. Dickins, B & Wilson, R.M. (1962). Early Middle English Texts. Bowes & Bowes; Bennett J.A.W. & Smithers. G.V. (1966).
Early Middle English Verse and Prose. Clarendon. 5
SKer, N.R. (1936). More of the Ormulum. Times Literary Supplement. 14 November, 1936.
— (1940). Unpublished parts of the “Ormulum” printed from MS Lambeth 783. Medium Avum 9 (1). 1-22.



Nils-Lennart Johannesson (1948-2019)

Fig 4. Nils-Lennart Johannesson, Bergen, 2007.
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Began working on the Ormulum in 1993,

Transcribed edition text from:

— microfiche of MS Junius 1,

— two sabbatical terms consulting MS
J[unius 1 in 1997 and 2002,*

— several weeks with MS 783 in 2006,

— hi-res photographs (incl. ultraviolet)*.

Catalogued all erasures, changes,

replacements, insertions, etc.

Worked extensively on cataloguing Latin
sources and matching paraphrased

passages.*

* Supported by generous grants from Vetenskapsradet


https://medieval.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/catalog/manuscript_6317
https://archives.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=MSS%2F783
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/90a06f70-880a-4b5b-bd30-798710afff11/
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nils-Lennart_Johannesson
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Editorial principles

Any new edition of the Ormulum must include:

« all extant text from MS Junius 1,

« recovered material from MS 783,

« complete glossary and apparatus.

The text must incorporate:

« an accurate transcription of text without normalisation,
 scholarly findings made since 1878,

« all systematic distinctions used by Orrm.

NLJ also planned to include:

« complete information on erasures, rewrites and insertions,
« complete analysis of source material.
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Features of the edition text

We anticipate 5 versions released over the next 10 years or so.

Critical edition with the EETS (forthcoming 2022),

Online diplomatic edition with new advanced features
(currently awaiting funding),

Corpus-searchable .txt version,
Parsed, tagged, lemmatised .xml version,
? Printed diplomatic/palaeographic version.



& W,
g ww ) Q
Vi & o®
Stockholms
universitet

Developing fonts — example with Orrmx

Fig. 5. Sample of MS Junius 1, f. 3V. © Bodleian library.

V =1 phafe pilenn [hall pif[ boc. €ffc o-
beft [ipe prutenn Hith bidde 1cc P her

pruce puhhe. Spa [u pif] boc ht techep.
L ppepgic dc affcepp pace e 1ff> (Jpp

Fi1g. 6. lranscription ot Fig. 5 in Orrmx. 9



Some special features

Orm indicates the
beginning of short

sections with a
paragraphus

Double letters
often indicated
by stacking

Small number of
scribal abbreviations
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Accents indicate

long vowels

Nasal strokes

AL ppepyie Gie affcepp pace ree off> Vpp

Fig. 6. Transcription of Fig. 5 in Orrmx.

pruce juhht. Spa [uf pif] boc hi tchep.  [ELEEEREE

indicate mor n

10
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Developing fonts — example with Ormplant

7/ s 1™ fw
“db’nl A Cndll Al al

Fig. 1. Sample of MS Junius 1, f. 3V. © Bodleian library.

The paragraphi Apparatus

make a closed J T whase wilenn shall piss boc. f. 37 includes line
set of 8 types Efft operr sipe writenn'’ and folio
Himm bidde icc patt hét write rihht.

Swa summ Ppiss boc himm tachepp.
All pwerrt 1t affterr patt itt iss?

Upp...

numbers etc.

Tironian et
remains, other
abbreviations
silently expanded

Fig. 7. Transcription of Fig. 5 in Ormplant. 11



Critical vs. diplomatic edition texts

05 |f 7 wha® s‘e wilenn shall piss boc. % f. 3v

Efft o-perr sipe writenn!

Himm bidde icc parr hét wrii'te *ri‘hht. &

Swa summ Ppiss boc himm tachepp.

All pwerrt (it affterr patt itt iss?

100

Upp o piss firrste bisne.

% The second half of the last line of the page (after dede.) iz filled with two horizontal
lines.

%3 A good deal of discoloration in the top line may be due to changes to the text. Very
little can be seen of the original texrt, burt it looks as if f had been erased immediately after
current pha. The outline of the [ part of the lizature can be seen clearly in the space
between pha and [e; the [in [e is written over the erased t part of the # ligature.

#7 wr'{'te: First written pnice, then the leftmost acute accent was erased: a double acute is
not permitted in an open syllable. 'ri‘hht: Orrm first wrote [p, apparently anticipating the
next verse. He then stopped, erased [p, and wrote the current texr (uhhc) with tu over the
erasure.

Fig 8. Sample of Fig 5. from diplomatic edition draft.
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The “‘diplomatic’ edition is highly annotated, describing the mansuscript in

detail including:

Various in-line marking for different kinds of text insertion (14 types),

Extensive apparatus describing features too complex for annotation.

12



Critical edition text (Johannesson & Cooper, 2022)
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Focuses on final
condition of the
text

Erasures,
corrections and
manuscript
features not
described

95

100

1 Al Conall A en ¥t

Fig. 5. Sample of MS Junius 1, f. 3V. © Bodleian library.

¥ T whase wilenn shall piss boc. f. 37

Efft operr sipe writenn!
Himm bidde icc patt hét write rihht. Only Orrm’s

Swa summ Ppiss boc himm tachepp. systematic distinctions
All pwerrt 1t affterr patt itt iss? (and mistakes) remain

Upp...

Fig. 7. Transcription of Fig. 5 in Ormplant. 13
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In the mid-30’s, N.R. Ker discovered . ;,"

that van Vliet had made a partial copy, BN s Sworias TN - g

acquired by Lambeth Palace library.

Some pages can be compared with MS

Junius 1, but others represent lost folios.

553 additional full or partial verses from
material from MS 783 are normalised

and added in context,

Further words or groups of words Fig 9. Sample of MS 783, f. 51r (photo by Kees Dekker).

extracted from the glossary are added in

context without verse numbers.

14



MS Junius 1 & L783 in the edition w%&:

It is not normally necessary to normalise
Orrm’s spelling as he was incredibly

consistent,

VV mostly fails to follow Orrm’s rules
for consonant doubling, and some other
spelling conventions, so the text from

L.783 is normalised in the edition,

VV also makes inflectional and spelling
mistakes quite frequently, which we

comment on in footnotes.
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176 Honvry v'o
¥ [OIT fodss wss el opesnliy

Bk here sdmmess givtvnedd

VIT0 Wirss exgevheer all brhesngedd
Wipputermn o hiss hallihe shrud
Wik sivipe himle bellass 7

Frar haffde hosm drabhion bedenn don

Ul faderr cristess prest

7 till uss sellfenn bape. [[£ 187, col. 29]] |
300 ¥ godd off heffne agz wollde himm sellf.

Ira belless herenn ringenn.

V1T pan Vlier wrore | “With wirthe lirda belless.” Burchfiald (1961, 04, fn. 1)
emended thiz ro “With lirte wirthe belles” withour, however, TVIng 10 o000
for the meaning of “withe.” The amendation proposed here ar leasc has the
merit of making zenze: the bells had o be ey lule, since there would be
sevanmy-rwo of them, aliemadng with seventy-rao pomegranates, around the

lowwer hem of the High Prisscs ephod.

Fig 10. Selection of verses from MS 783 and MS Junius 1 in
the critical edition draft.
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Systematic distinctions

Previous editions have not presented the following

distinctions:
e <eo> correction,
e forms of <g>,

e [PPunctuation and capitalisation.

16
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Ne nan ne wass whil patt gho wass.
Bitwenenn menn onn ¢rpe.

Ne nan ne bep her 1 piss lif.
Affterr pe laffdiz MaRge.

patt mufe wurrpenn hire lic’
Inn anig halignesse.

Ne tredenn dun pe defless mahht!

v.2565-2571

Fig 11. Sample from MS Junius 1 f. 25v, with transcription.

NB. In many instances the <o> has been written, erased and then
written 1n again by a later hand, possibly Van Vliet or Junius. Holt and
White record these inconsistently. We mark all instances with <e¢>. 17
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Orrm’s most significant innovation is in representing various forms of <g>.°

e There are 5 distinct forms, based on continental and insular g’s.

g eggenn v. ‘to urge’ (9]

g egge n. ‘edge’ [d3]

L ede n. ‘eye’ [y]?

< ezze n. ‘fear’ []°

sh gho pron. ‘she’ probably [¢]¢

(from OE /eéo.)

Fig 12. Types of <g> with examples words and pronunciations.

6 Napier, A.S. (1894). History of the Holy Rood-tree: A Twelfth Century Version of the Cross Legend, with Notes on the Orthography of the Ormulum

(with a Facsimile) and a Middle English Compassio Mariae. EETS OS 103.

2 From an intervocalic allophone of OE and ON /g, h/.
18

®From OE /j/ <g>.

¢Found only in this word.
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4005 I manness limess alle.
I bodiz. patt he dop himm inn?
Off hefennlike kinde;.
F 7 godd wipp enngless gife uss 4.

To brukenn heffness blisse. Am®En.

Fig 13. sections of MS Junius 1 f. 35v with transcription.

19
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Punctuation

4005 I manness limess alle.

I bodiz. patcy® dop himm inn?

Off Jfrennlike kinde;

1 godd wipg#nngless gife uss .4.

®brukenn heffness blisse. Am®En.

Fig 13. sections of MS Junius 1 f. 35v with Iption.

Punctuation is mainly
metrical in function.

Puncta and puncta
elevata often alternate
at the end of lines.

20
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Punctuation

4005 I manness limess alle.

I bodiz. patt he dop himm inn?
Off hefennlike kinde;-

F 7 godd wipp egfigless gife uss .4.

Fig 13. sections of MS Junius 1 f. 35v with transcription.

The positura is
infrequent, often used

Punctuation is mainly
metrical in function.

to end important
sections.

Puncta and puncta
elevata often alternate
at the end of lines.

21




s,

Q
o Q
T

\]ERSI}@)‘

N

Qo
/V/) + S“\/\

Stockholms
universitet

Punctuation

4005 I manness limess alle.

I bodiz. patt he dop himm inn?
Off hefennlike kinde;-
F 7 godd {ipp enngless gife uss 4.

To brukeWin heffness blisse. Am®En.

Fig 13. sections of MS Junius 1 f. 35v with transcription.

Puncta are also
sometimes used to

Punctuation is mainly The positura is
metrical in function. infrequent, often used

identify syntactic or
rhymthic breaks.

Puncta and puncta to end important
elevata often alternate sections.
at the end of lines.

22
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Capitalisation

a p. y, |
b B B
¢ ¢ C
2d g Zé D
¢
f , 5 F
T (g
&S
% hS H
: sk
1 i L
Fig 14. Sample of MS Junius 1 f. 9r. :.? I‘Vp %N %’
0 lg P
4
. 2R R R
105 purrh patt tegz i piss middellerd. 4 [ 3 oy S S
e s 5,
Flittenn. 7 farenn wide. j; P ‘B %
Fra land to land. fra burrh to burrh. u v vV
7 y P
To spellenn to pe lede. x
%

Off sop crist. 7 off crisstenndom’?

Fig 15. Orrm’s letter forms: lowercase, non-bold 23
capitals and bold capitals.
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w]

fa

i sy Y
{

(! N
"l'lx

[ &S
h hS H
: sk
1 i L
FigQ4. Sample of IS Junius 1 f. Q! ?:fvp %N %’
0 lg P
4
1o05@burrhgpatt tegs igMss middellerd. ?F‘g RJJ‘ o SR %
T }‘g g red
Flittenn. 7 farenn wide. j;
? ko,
Fra land to land. fra burrh to burrh. u v vV
7 y P
To spellenn to pe lede. x
%

Off sop crist. 7 off crisstenndom’?
Fig 15. Orrm’s letter forms: lowercase, non-bold 24
capitals and bold capitals.



Summary

Features new to this edition:

Text from MS 783,

<e0> to <e> correction,

Distinct forms of <g>,

Accurate punctuation and capitalisation,

No silent normalisation.

Next steps:

The Online Ormulum.

Progress will be continue to be reported at the Ormulum Project

website.
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https://www.english.su.se/ormulum

